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1.

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND
To celebrate the 30th anniversary of The Chinese Institute of Civil and Hydraulic Engineering (hereinafter referred as “CICHE”), which was merged by the two important engineering societies, i.e. the Chinese Institute of Civil Engineering and the Chinese Institute of Hydraulic Engineering, in Taiwan at 1973, CICHE had organized several activities other than the normal annual meeting in 2003.  One of the major events is “ACECC Forum on Sustainable Development, Taipei, 2003”. 
By recognition of the importance of sustainable development, the Forum was initiated by CICHE and approved by the Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council (hereinafter referred as “ACECC”) in the Seventh Executive Meeting held in June, 23, 2003 in Brisbane, Australia.  The Forum was then decided to be held in Taipei at Howard International House on December 4, 2003.  The government of Taiwan are very supportive to this forum, many government agencies, such as Sustainable Development Committee, Public Construction Commission, Water Resources Agency, and Construction & Planning Administration, have played an important role as major sponsors to ensure the success of this event.  The mission of the sustainable development forum is to “Have a Better Quality of Life”.
2.     PROGRAM AND EVENTS OF THE FORUM 

2.1

Topics and Sessions
The forum has provided a platform for engineers around Asia Pacific region, especially among ACECC members, to discuss and exchange their views and status of the progress of “Sustainable Development” in their own countries.  The forum has five sessions with subject on : 
1. Water Resources Management; 
2. Land and Water Conservation; 
3. Environment Protection; 
4. Natural Disaster Reduction; and
5. National Policy on Sustainable Development.
The detail of the program is shown as attachment.

2.2

Number of Participants
The total number of participants was around 270 (Table 1 and 2), including academia, professionals and/or experts from various countries such as USA, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan, Thailand and Singapore.  
Table 1 – Total Number of Participants

	
	Moderators
	Speakers
	Commentators
	International Guests
	Other Guests

	Foreign
	3
	7
	3
	12
	

	Local
	6
	6
	6
	-
	227

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	270


Table 2 – Delegates from ACECC Members
	Name of Organization
	ACECC
	JSCE
	KSCE
	ASCE
	CICHE
	Others

	Number of Delegates / Participants
	1
	11
	4
	3
	245
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	270


2.3

Keynote Speeches
A day-long session was opened with welcome address delivered by Prof. Jenn-Chun Chern, President of CICHE; Dr. Kwang-Il Kim, Chair of Executive Committee of ACECC; Dr. Sung-Wan Hong, Chair of the LOC, 3rd CECAR.  
The Keynote Speech was presented by H.E. Dr. Sheng-Fong Lin, Minister of State, who focused on the topic of “Strategies for Taiwan’s Sustainable Development”.  Dr. Lin briefly summarized the main tasks and approaches which the ROC government undertaken in recent years toward to this subject.  
(1) To Establish a National Council for Sustainable Development to set up the goal and be responsible for the execution of the plan.
The Council established eight working groups to deal with “Sustainable Vision”, “Water and Land Resources”, “Technology and Industries”, “Biodiversity”, “Life and Production”, “International Environmental Protection”, “Health Risks” and “Sustainable Education”.  They also set up various indexes to monitor and evaluate the progress of each task.
(2) To Develop a National Land Use Plan to guide the land use and development in the region as well as urban area. 
The plan considered the use of the land as a whole and divided the region into three areas, i.e. “Conservation Area”, “Agricultural Area”, and “Development Area”.  Each area has been provided with different strategies and plan with proper coordination, integration and management of the whole region.


(3)
To Promote and implement Water and Green Plan.
The tasks under this scheme include “Water Resources Management”, “Landscape Reform”, “Clean Energy”, “Sewage Collection and Treatment”, and “Eco-construction”.  It becomes the challenge of the government to accomplish it’s milestone by 2008 to upgrade and transform the nation toward to the goal of sustainable development.    
At the closing of the Forum, Dr. Hiroshi Okada, Counselor to the ACECC Executive Committee; Dr. Sun-Wan Hong, Chair of the LOC, 3rd CECAR and Mr. Chung-Yih Lin, Chairman of the ACECC Forum Organizing Committee, were representing the member societies from JSCE, KSCE and CICHE respectively, to give their remarks to conclude the event.
2.4

Discussion and Views
During the forum, the speakers invited from various countries have given their prospective views and status of progress on each subject, and the participants were responded very actively making the session discussion warm and fruitful.

In the “Water Resources Management” session, Mr. S. H. Chen from Taiwan presented the strategy and policy of water resources management adopted by the government.  Prof. Larry Mays from US has discussed about the principle and practice of the sustainability of the water resources management, where Prof. Tawatchai and Dr. S. Kim have kindly introduced the flood and drought management in Thailand, and their national water resources planning and research in Korea, respectively. 
For “Land and Water Conservation”, Dr. Okubo and Prof. C. M. Park have discussed the sediment related disasters in Japan and Korea, respectively.  Prof. C. L. Shieh delivered a study on debris-flow before and after earthquake in Taiwan trying to model the behavior of debris-flow and, hopefully, provided the measures of disaster reduction in future. 
In the “Environment Protection” session, Dr. Elliot Chen and Dr. Vincent Chu have both discussed about the plan and progress of the reuse of the wastewater and production of new water via water desalination in Taiwan. Prof. S. L. Ong from Singapore has shared with the audience of his research on bio-treatment technology for wastewater treatment.  Prof. J. S. Wu from North Carolina presented US experiences on protection of water quality. 
The session of “Natural Disaster Reduction” has invited two speakers from Taiwan (Dr. C. L. Yen) and USA (Dr. Guna Selvaduray) to give their observation on the recent development of measures on natural disaster mitigation.  Prof. L. C. Chen and Prof. K. C. Tsai from Taiwan also   participate the discussion to share their views on this issue with the audience. 
To initiate the general interest on the issue of “National Policy for Sustainable Development”, the organizing committee has arranged a plenary session for all participants to attend the discussion of this subject.  It has been noted during the discussion that very limited achievements have been reached for this important work among Asian countries.  The session concluded, after discussion, that more efforts were needed to improve this work by member societies.
2.5

Entertainment after the Forum
The organizing committee has arranged a Welcome Reception for international delegates in the same venue after the forum.  All the international delegates from ACECC member societies and participants of the forum have been invited to attend the Reception in order to get acquaintance to each other.  CICHE also prepared some cultural programs during the Reception, which includes the performance of the typical Chinese musical instrument, Diabolo, Guiro and Pi-pa, etc., to entertain our foreign guests and representatives. 

A one-day city tour has been sponsored by CICHE to show the international delegates with their spouses the interest place to visit in Taipei.  They have visited National Palace Museum, Taipei 101, CKS Memorial Hall, and Martyr’s Shrine, etc.

3.

REMARKS
The idea to organize a forum among ACECC member societies came to the discussion during the preparation of CICHE annual meeting in mid April, 2003.  It was not easy to attract 270 participants and more than 30 experts willing to share with others of their research and observation in such a short time.  It demonstrated that similar type of meetings could be a feasible form for specific topics among member societies to exchange views other than the big conference as CECAR.   Therefore, it is recommended that ACECC to consider the possibility of letting each of delegated members to organize similar event with one or two selected topic(s) annually, as part of the program of their annual meeting. 

CICHE would like to thank the many people who contributed their time, talents and efforts making the success of the ACECC Forum on Sustainable Development, Taipei 2003.  In particular, special appreciation shall be given to the Moderators, who lead the discussion in each session; and the Speakers, who share with participants with their valuable research work from different geographical background; and the Commentators, who actively participate in the discussion. 
Finally, CICHE wishes to thank the Executive Committee and all ACECC member societies of their support to this event.  Without them, the Forum would not be successful.
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